April 2, 2026

PRELUDE

WELCOME

PRAYER REQUESTS

THE CALL TO WORSHIP

LEADER: As the Passover approached, Jesus sent his disciples to find a place to celebrate.

PEOPLE: In an upper room, Christ shared a last night together with his friends.
LEADER: In the darkness of our lives, we also look for a place where we can belong.
PEOPLE: We gather around the table together, preparing for what approaches.
LEADER: Let us join together at the banquet of our Savior!

PEOPLE: Let us worship God!

OPENING HYMN
We Gather Together
#559 Presbyterian Hymnal

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

John 13:1-17

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot would
betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
his hands and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper,
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. > Then he poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my

feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless |
wash you, you have no share with me.” ° Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head!” '° Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need
to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of

you.” " For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are
clean.”



12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he said to
them, “Do you know what | have done to you? '3 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for that is what | am. ' So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. > For | have set you an example, that you also
should do as | have done to you. ¢ Very truly, | tell you, slaves are not greater than their
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 7 If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do them.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

Invitation
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord's prayer (Debts/Debtors)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your Hearts.

We lift them up to the LORD!

Let us give thanks to the LORD our God!
It is right to give our thanks and praise!

Most holy and gracious God, we praise you who has gathered us around this table... and who
forever sing to the glory of your name;

Holy, holy, holy LORD, God of Power and Might,
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD,
Hosanna in the highest!

Forgiving God, we call upon you in our times of fear and doubt... for great is the mystery of the
faith:

Christ has died,
Christ is Risen,
Christ will come again!

And while we wait on that day when we will share this meal in heaven with you, we say the prayer
that Jesus taught us to pray, saying...

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

RECEIVING THE ELEMENTS...

HYMN
What Wondrous Love is This
#85 Presbyterian Hymnal

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

John 18:1-19

1After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron
Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often met there with his
disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief



priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and

weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked
them, “Whom are you looking for?” ° They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I
am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. ¢ When Jesus said to them, “I
am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you
looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that | am
he. So if you are looking for me, let these people go.” °® This was to fulfill the word that he
had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” ' Then Simon Peter,
who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The
slave’s name was Malchus. ' Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am
I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the
Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they took him to Annas, who was the
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. '# Caiaphas was the one who had
advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. > Simon Peter
and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 1® but Peter was standing outside at
the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the
woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 7 The woman said to Peter, “You are
not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “l am not.” '® Now the slaves and
the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it
and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. ' Then
the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.

Extinguishing the First Lights
CHOIR - Table of Mercy, Table of Rest

THIRD SCRIPTURE READING

John 18:25-19:1

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also
one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “l am not.” 26 One of the slaves of the
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did | not see you in
the garden with him?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning.
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be
able to eat the Passover. 2° So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you
bring against this man?” 3° They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not
have handed him over to you.” 3! Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to

death.” 32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he
was to die.) 33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or
did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “l am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 3¢ Jesus answered,
“My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” 3 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that | am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 3 Pilate asked him, “What is
truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case
against him. 3° But you have a custom that | release someone for you at the Passover. Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 4° They shouted in reply, “Not this



man but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel. 19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him
flogged.

Extinguishing the Second Lights

HYMN
Were You There
v.1-3 #102 Presbyterian Hymnal

Extinguishing the Last Lights

FOURTH SCRIPTURE READING

John 19:23-30

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four
parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in
one piece from the top. ¢ So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it but cast lots for it
to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes
among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 25 And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your
son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple
took her into his own home. 28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he
said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 2° A jar full of sour wine was standing
there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his

mouth. 3 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

MEDITATION - From Light to Darkness

THE DOUSING OF THE FINAL LIGHT

DISMISSAL



